The contribution of Jan Evagelista Purkynĕ to knowledge of the morphology and function of the gastric mucosa.
Histological studies of the gastric mucosa led Purkynĕ to the discovery of the cell as a fundamental structural unit of an organ (1837). This study led Purkynĕ to draw conclusions about the physiological role of the gastric mucosa in protein digestion. These conclusions included the activation of pepsinogen, the buffering role of saliva and bile, and the production of hydrochloric acid. Purkynĕ was thus the first to provide a general concept of the role of the stomach in food digestion.